Sunday 1st May – Matt 9:35-10:20 Sent out

Welcome – today we are going to walk through our passage a bit at a time.
Matt 9:35-36
Lord, as we come to you this morning some of us are rejoicing at your good news.  But others are afflicted by disease and sickness, or harassed and helpless.  Lord I pray that in our time together you would meet us where we are, bringing us comfort, wholeness, peace and blessing.  May we know your presence and hear your voice.  Amen.
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Lord as people did all those years ago we bring to you those who are sick and in need.  We bring to you those worn down by the troubles of the world, harassed and helpless, knowing that you will have compassion on them.  There are so many places in the world, including in our own lives, where people seem to be ‘like sheep without a shepherd’ – aimless, rebellious, ineffective, self-destructive.  Would you be our shepherd, the shepherd of the world, leading and guiding, loving and protecting.  Would you watch over your people in those places where they are under attack, defend them and keep them.  Would you turn your face against those who are enemies of what is right, even as you love them and long for them would you take away their ability to cause suffering to others.  Would you bring peace, and healing, and restoration, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Matt 9:37-38
Picture a harvest. Wrong time of year really, but what does it bring to mind?  
There’s a harvest here in the church – children I’d like you to go and do some harvesting! You had practice a couple of weeks ago with easter eggs, now try this.  It’s a harvest of fruit (well, fruit-flavoured sweets!) – go and gather it in.
…
There is a harvest there, not easy to find, takes people to get it.
In the midst of this mass of harassed, helpless humanity Jesus saw a harvest.  He saw crowds not just of people who needed him, but of people he wanted to make his own.  And he said to his disciples to ask God to send out workers into the harvest field.  Imagine this was proper fruit.  What will happen to it if it is just left?  It will go mouldy, be wasted.  Jesus looks around at these people, needing to hear his word, needing to receive his love, and says – they are about to be wasted.  Someone needs to go and tell them, bring them in.  
We spoke last week about the need to tell others about the good things God has done for us.  The week before that was Easter, and the celebration of that greatest thing of all when Christ died on the cross to give us life.  So as we sing our next song we remember that commission to go and tell of his love.
Go tell it on the mountain 

Presumably the disciples did as they were asked, and prayed for God to send workers to the harvest field.  But the answer might have surprised them.
Matt 10:1-8
How often do we pray for someone to do something, and find the answer is “you.”?  Lord God, would you help this person?  “You go and help this person”.  Lord God, would you feed the hungry? “You go and donate to the food bank.”  Lord God, would you make your name known in my community?  “You go and make my name known.”
The harvest was waiting – the workers were sent out.
They were sent out to Israel, not to the surrounding areas.  Now I don’t think this was because Jesus was racist – it was because he knew where the harvest was that he was waiting for.  He cared about the Gentiles, and the Samaritans, but it was not time just yet.  If I say to you today that I’m planning to pick potatoes rather than strawberries this weekend, you won’t automatically think that’s because I don’t like strawberries!  You would realise that the strawberry harvest does not come on 1st May.  So the disciples were sent where the harvest was.
They were given authority to do the things that Jesus did.  They were given a message to preach – the Kingdom of Heaven.  They were given a task to do – to demonstrate that Kingdom in the world, in this case through miracles of healing and deliverance.  The point was that as we know, the ultimate Kingdom of God is somewhere where there is no sin, no sickness.  ‘No death or mourning or crying or pain’ (Rev 21:4).  And they were to demonstrate that on earth.
Not many of us today have been given that gift of healing, or raising the dead.  But part of our call as followers of Christ is to demonstrate the Kingdom not just in our words, as we said last week, but in practical ways as we work to make our earthly world more like God’s ultimate design.
Let’s brainstorm for a minute.  What sort of things can we do that can make the world more like the place God wants it to be?  Because the more it is like God’s design the more it shows of him and of his love.

When a nurse or a doctor works to bring healing in someone’s life, they are showing the Kingdom of Heaven.  When we feed the hungry, the world becomes more like God’s Kingdom where no one goes hungry.  When we comfort those who mourn, we remind them that there is no mourning in that future.  When we confront evil, we demonstrate a world in which evil has no power.  This is why the disciples could say, “The Kingdom of Heaven is near”.  We know the Kingdom is ‘now and not yet’ – but it is ‘now’.  It is near.  Because Jesus came, Jesus died, and Jesus has sent us out to be that Kingdom in the world.
Let’s sing again
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So.  I’m going out on a long journey, doing God’s work.  Walking, mostly.  What do you think I might need? – Pack bag
I think if I was going to do this, I’d want to have all that sorted.  I’d want to know that there would be enough food for me to have dinner at the end of the day.  A change of clothes.  Rain coat in case it got wet.  Sun hat in case it got too hot.  Spare pair of shoes – I’m doing a lot of walking.  Better pack a first aid kit as well, for those blisters.  And money.  Plenty of that – to get a hotel, or if I run out of food.  I wouldn’t want these people to think I’m begging for things.  On a more ‘spiritual’ tone, I wouldn’t want them to think God doesn’t provide for me.
But what does Jesus say?
Matt 10:9-20
Today I’m not going to go too much into the difficulties the disciples would face as they tried to follow Jesus’ instruction.  What I want us to focus on is their dependency.
I have said it before and I need to say it again, for myself as much as for anyone else, the Bible does not prize independence.  The world does, very much.  And we do, don’t we?  But the Bible doesn’t.  The disciples are not told to make sure they go out fully stocked so they don’t need to ask anything from anyone.  They are not told to make sure they pay well for their accommodation.  They are not told to prepare their defence in case they are arrested.  In fact, they’re told not to do all these things.
Empty bag.  Not that… or that…
When they go out, they are to go in God’s name, doing God’s work.  And trusting God to provide for them.  
The chances are, God isn’t going to provide for them miraculously.  They aren’t going to receive manna from heaven to eat, like the Israelites in the desert.  They aren’t going to find that their shoes never wear out, or they never get tired.  They aren’t going to sit down and suddenly a house grows up around them.  God will give them wisdom, and guidance through his Spirit, but mostly God is going to provide for them through other people.
I wonder if they might feel a bit awkward about that.  I know I would.  Turning up at some stranger’s door and expecting to be welcomed and fed.  Their culture had a much better grasp and expectation of hospitality than we do, but still… What if these people were quite poor?  What if I was taking away from them some of the little food they had?  What if it was inconvenient?  What if they had enough on their plate and I suddenly turn up asking for them to give me something, when I could easily have provided for myself?
Perhaps you can tell I’m struggling with this.  Because this passage fights against all my instincts.  My instincts tell me that I should be self-sufficient.  My head tells me that God has given me all I need.  My pastoral care for others tells me that they have their own things to deal with without having mine as well.  Above all, my pride tells me that I can do this without them – without you.
And this is what Jesus wants to deny.  He denies our pride that says, “I don’t need you.  I can look after myself.”  He forces his disciples to be, not just dependent upon God but to be dependent on God working through other people.  They are not to try to do it on their own.  
Can I tell you something?
I’m having a bit of a hard time at the minute.  Easter in particular was difficult.  I’m back at college now with all the pressures that puts on, as well as being here, and being a single parent and trying to keep on top of things at home.  And yet I still say to myself, “I have to do this by myself.”  I still don’t want to bother anyone else.  I still don’t want to confess to other people that I can’t do everything, that I do have limitations.  Because my pride wants me to be the one who can handle it all on her own.
I’m going to bite the bullet here, and say – I can’t.  And neither can you.  We cannot be everything God calls us to be, do everything God calls us to do, on our own.  We were never made to be independent, we were made to be interdependent.  To rely on each other, and on God working through one another.  Yes, he gives us great strength and capability – but he gives us the gift of other people to nourish us, provide for us, support us.  
The call to proclaim the Kingdom of God is a hard call, but the disciples here are specifically commanded not to do it alone.  Not to rely on their own resources, but to trust that God will send people to help them in the areas they need help.  They are not just receiving – they bring the news of the Kingdom, after all.  They bring blessing and peace, healing, cleansing.  But they come in relationship, in equality.  Not as the ones who have it all and give it all, not as the ones who have nothing and take everything, but as the ones who offer one thing and receive something back.  They are working together with the people to whom they are sent.
So I ask you today for your help.  As members of the body of Christ we work together to reap the harvest; to preach the message; to demonstrate the Kingdom.  It is easy to think that is someone else’s job.  But I can’t do it on my own, any more than you can do it on your own.  It is only when each person willingly takes their place in the body that the body can function most effectively.  It is only when the disciples are welcomed and heard and supported that they can bring blessing to those hosting them.  And likewise, it is only when those to whom they are sent are willing to come and ask them for help that they are able to do their work of healing and cleansing and preaching.
So let us help one another.  Care for one another.  Pray for one another.
Let us pray.
Lord God, I want to thank you for your love and compassion that sends us out to the lost, the broken, the sick, the sinners – the world that needs to know you and your Kingdom.  Would you enable us and encourage us in that mission, that we might bring this world just that little bit closer to what you want it to be.  And as we do so Lord would you help us to help each other.  Give us people in our lives to support us where we are weak, and enable us to support them.  Forgive us for the pride that says, “we can do this on our own,” and grant us the humility to accept that we need you and we need each other.  And through your Spirit would you guide us, Lord, into the places where the harvest awaits.  Would you grant us wisdom and the words to say when we are asked to speak of you.  Teach us when and how to declare your Kingdom on earth, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Let’s say the grace together.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.


