                     BREAD OF LIFE SUNDAY 18TH JULY 2021
                  PLAY FOR SUNDAY 18th JULY 2021
ME.   Mum can I have a ice cream?
Mum.  No, it’s not good for you.

Me.  But I need one badly.

Mum.  No, it’s not good for you.

Me.   (Pouting) That’s not fair, I’ve been good, I haven’t hit my brother once this week, well maybe just a little nudge but that doesn’t count.  PLEASE.

Mum.  No, it’s not good for you.

Me.  It’s not fair, not fair, (stamp foot and cry.)

Mum. You can throw as many tantrums as you like but the answer is still no it’s not good for you

Me. Well can I have a pair of wellingtons as my feet are getting wet, when I jump in puddles.

Mum.  Yes, you can have a pair as you do need them.

Get the wellingtons.

Me. But these have got shiny things on them. All the other children will take the micky out of me.

Mum. You didn’t say what sort of wellingtons you wanted. So I got you a nice bright pair which will do the job nicely.

Me.  (sigh) It’s  not fair Not fair.

                 After play

Asking, suggest dependency on someone.

I was dependent on my mum giving me an ice-cream.

Seeking, suggest a yearning for something.
I was really yearning for an ice-cream.

Knocking, suggests persistence.

I was very persistence in my asking.  I could have gone on for a lot longer, but I think you would have got fed up with me.
I was told no to the ice-cream because it wasn’t good for me. God sometimes says no to our prayers because what we ask for isn’t good for us.  He will not give us bad things, as our heavenly father always wants what’s good for us.  We must learn to ask for the right things in line with what God wants for us.  This isn’t easy.  Prayer is essential for a believer in Christ.  We must also remember that prayer is a two way conversation and that persistent prayer brings us closer to God, and the closer we are to Him the more we will be able to know his will and what we should be asking for.

Jesus wants us to pray persistently to encourage our faith, as he already knows what we want, or need, before we even ask Him. But He loves us to pray for them.  We should ask God to show us how to pray for what He want us to lift before Him.  

Ask and it shall be given to you doesn’t mean that God will give us everything we ask for, or that what we ask for is exactly what we expect.  Like my boots they were practical but showy, not what I thought I would get when I asked for them. Perhaps I should have been clearer in what I asked for, stating what I  really wanted.  In the same way, we must be very clear in what we ask for.  God will not give us that which is not good for us, but He will give you His eternal Love and forgiveness, and entry to the Kingdom of God. To salvation. 
Jesus says in Vs 9. “Which of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a stone.” We wouldn’t because we love them. How much more does our father love us. And will give us good gifts
 like eternal life, forgiveness, his spirit of truth.  Knock and the doors of Gods eternal love will be open to you. 
We have a need for bread to sustain us in our physical life.

We also have a need for bread in our spiritual life.  Jesus is the bread of life. Jesus tells us this in John 6 v32-35.
32. Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34. “Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.”

35. Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.

When we eat of this bread Jesus, the bread of life, we will live forever. All we have to do is ask and it will be given to us. We must seek it determinedly. We must be persistent  knockers.  God will not say no to us asking for forgiveness. For wanting to be part of His kingdom.
Open your hearts now to God, ask and He will give, seek and you will find God’s grace. Knock on the door of eternal life will be opened to you. Lets do this today in the quietness of our hearts.

If this is the first time you have done this, please talk to one of the Pastor or Deacons, who can help you further.
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father we come before you asking you for the gift of life.

We give our hearts to you, help us walk along the path of righteousness. We earnestly seek the bread which is Christ.

We are knocking on the door of your heart Lord, please let us in. so that we may receive your unfailing and grace. To help us to follow you completely, all the days of our lives, and live to glorify you name.

Thank you Lord In Jesus Name.

Amen. 
