Esther 

Having spent months soaking myself in stories, films, the bible reading and prayer about this book, I am now finding it hard to separate the girl, woman and queen that Esther has become in my mind from what the scriptures say of her.  The scriptures don’t tell anything of her growing up or of her growing old and nothing really in much detail in between.
What we do know is this: Historically records show Xerxes was king for 21 years, Esther was a virgin, and after some 17 years of marriage Xerxes is replaced by Vashtis son, but, Darius II Esthers son was also crowned king sometime after.

Through Scripture we know that Vashti was disposed in the 3rd year of Xerxes reign
We have no idea how old Esther was, but most commentators suggest as she was not yet betrothed she was probably not yet 16. She spent a year of ‘oils and scents’ between her ‘move’ to the palace and being presented to the King in the 7th year of his reign. During the 4 years between it is widely suggested in histories that Xerxes mounted a failed military campaign to Greece to avenge the death of his father. 
We have been studying prayer over recent months and one prayer that has stuck with me through that time is.... Lord let them grow in wisdom, stature and favour.  It is scriptural as it is what we see of the young Jesus in the Gospel of Luke “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. “
However, it is also what we see of Esther. Orphaned young, she lives with her cousins in a reverent Jewish home. She is loved, raised as their own daughter and taught to be a good Jewess. She is then taken from her family at approx. 16, probably against her will to endure pampering for a 12 month period. With the knowledge that at the end of that period her body is to be given to the king and no other man will ever be allowed to touch her. All whilst hiding her background and her faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as commanded by her Cousin Mordecai.
But, could you really stay ‘against your will’ whilst undergoing 12 months of pampering? Laying in until all hours, languid baths, perfumed massages, lazy afternoons by the pool in the sunshine and feasting on the palace kitchens choicest morsels and sweetmeats. Along with implied access to the kings’ wealth and jewels, silks and as many mani-pedis and hair dos as she wants whilst she is prepared to be presented to the king. 
I imagine some mixture of her education under Mordecai and the palace eunuchs would have been exactly what the king saw when she was bought before him. Meekness combined with self-confidence, thoughtfulness combined with a way of making it seem  that to serve him alone was her desire. Wisdom and understanding combined with a compassion that made her interactions with her 'king' seem so natural that she probably fell in love with him quite quickly even if at the beginning of their relationship she was a virgin and as many commentators believe was probably raped as she was technically taken for a test drive before marriage was proposed. Or did they just fall in love because her good Jewish girl training to be everything a husband could desire was as much a part of who she was as her hidden faith in The God of the Jews? 

We also don’t know if it was days, months or years after Esther was ensconced as Queen that Mordecai uncovered the plot to kill the king but we do know that Mordecai was given the credit and it was written down in the records of the times. 

We do know that sometime in the years between the 7th and the 12th Year of his reign Xerxes promoted Haman an A-ga-gite which means a member of the house of Agag the king of the Amalekites that God ordered annihilated when against that command Israel left some alive. Haman had a hatred of the Jews that probably came from hearing the horror stories when he was growing up.
Esther lives the life of a Persian queen for around 5 years after her coronation and although we know little of her relationship with Xerxes it seems that they fared well together. However, the relationship between Haman and Mordecai does not fare so well. After his promotion Haman finds Mordecai’s not bowing to him as he passes became more and more insulting. He hatches a plan to rid himself of the Jew and by extension all Jews, men, women, young and old. In the 12th year of the kings reign he convinces the king that the Jews are a threat to his kingdom’s peace. Haman even offers to give 10,000 talents to the treasury. The king gives him the Royal Seal, tells him to keep the money and tells him to ‘do with the people as you please’ Chapter 3, verse 11. Haman rejoices at the power given to him and on the thirteenth day of the first month, he writes a decree, to all the 127 provinces, that on a single day the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the nations are to annihilate every Jew and plunder their goods as revenge for his peoples genocide.
Mordecai eventually gets his hands on a copy of this edict and after tearing his clothes and wailing loudly and bitterly he goes to the palace but can not enter the gates because of his dress. Esther sends a messenger from the Palace to find out what is going on. Mordecai tells him everything including the amount of money that Haman had offered the king and he instructs her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.
As we heard in our reading Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. She tells Mordecai, that to approach the king without being summoned could mean death. Mordecai responds by telling her she may be at the palace for just this reason and if she remains silent, she will not escape death. 
When I red this passage, I thought about the line in The Lord of the Rings where Frodo tells Gandalf he doesn’t want the burden of the Ring. Gandalf replies, much as Mordecai does 

Frodo Says, “I wish it need not have happened in my time," "So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.

Esther is pulled up sharp, she has hidden her faith for years because Mordecai instructed her and because of the danger to herself and her family, but now she was being forced again to follow Mordecais instructions and stand up for who she is. A worshipper of the Living God. No Longer can she hide her faith or her light behind the façade she has built. This could be the end of her and of the Jews if she does nothing.

Esther tells Mordecai to gather the Jews in Susa and fast for three days and nights. She will gather her attendants and do the same. When this is done, she will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And she states, “if I perish, I perish.” So Esther and the Jewish people bring themselves before God in prayer and fasting.

Esther then faces the king’s wrath and enters the throne room uninvited………… 
This is where the future of all Jews takes a journey that ultimately leads us to the Cross. I heard a quote in a TV program recently that really resonated with me as I wrote this.

The future is predetermined by the character of those that shape it.

At this point we have 4 characters that seem to stand out.
Haman – raised A-ga-gite and proud, with a complete hatred of the Jews, offers to annihilate them for 10,000 talents 
Xerxes – a King who doesn’t seem to have much of a mind of his own. He seems to be beguiled by Haman and then turned back around by Esther and Mordecai  

Mordecai – Full of Faith in The One God, Saves the kings life, so faithful that bowing the knee to any but God is a real no no
Esther – A faithful queen and wife. Mother to a future King and under it all a Jew
The parallels to Jesus in this part of the book seem quite clear to me. He was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, He prayed to God to save Him, He faced a King who could have had him killed on sight but washed his hands of it. Both faced their own death.
Esther took the responsibility for her people so strongly she was prepared to face death to save them

Jesus took His responsibility for the world so seriously He died a sinners death on the cross, so that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Back to the story, Esther now woos the King with a feast or two, she puts Haman at his ease and then blindsides him completely with the truth of who she is. Within 2 months of Hamans decree Mordecai is in his place within the court, Haman is impaled on his own spike (hehehe the phrase ‘Hoist by his on petard’ always springs to mind when I read this). Esther is given Hamans estate and she makes Mordecai the overseer of all her holdings. The King makes Mordecai prince regent over his 127 provinces and he tells Mordecai to send out another decree as he wishes that enables the Jews to fight back. The Jews celebrate their freedom in the 3rd month with much partying and feasting, many people become Jews as a result of their fear and respect for Esther and her people. They create a feast in Esthers honour and to this day the Feast of Purim is celebrated in late February / early March every year in Jewish homes across the world. The Jews have 9 months to prepare for Hamans edict and they do and in the 12th month although they kill roughly 26,000 of Hamans men across the land they do not touch the plunder. Esther and Xerxes live for approx. another 9 years and she gives him a son who becomes Darius II who approves the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem.
In conclusion Esther is a story of faith hidden, of light shining in the darkness. Of redemption and ultimately of Grace. As Christ went to the cross for the world, Esther went to her knees before God for her people.
So how do we learn from this and how do we transfer that to our own lives? 
Do we hide our faith or be who we are?

Do we trust God to be the answer?

Do we pray and fast when things seem bleak?

Do we trust other Christians to pray with us?
None of this seems easy when we are in the thick of it, but our first stop always needs to be prayer! Talk to God, let Him know your problems, let Him show you the way forward and because you are child of The Most High God know He loves you.
Let us pray

Father God, Thank you for this record of Esther. Help us to learn from it. Thank you for Jesus and the cross. Help us to come before it. As we go forward in the coming days help us to seek Your will for our lives and for the world about us. Help us not to be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present our requests to You. In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, Amen.

