Pentecost Sunday 23rd May 2021

Good morning

A very warm welcome to you all, from all of us at Laindon Baptist Online Church, on this wonderful day.  To me the fourth most important day of the Church’s calendar, after Jesus’s birth, His death, and resurrection.  It is the Birth of the Christian Church.  Today we are going to look briefly at the events leading up to Pentecost, and what follows.  During the service we shall be partaking in communion, please have your bread and wine, water or fruit juice ready.

Let’s start our meeting with prayer.  Dear Father thank for today, when your power was opened up to your Disciples, making them your New Apostles, the chosen ones, to bring your Gospel to all the world, not just the Jews, but to the Gentiles.  Please help us during this service to open our hearts to your Holy Spirit, that our lives can be transformed, from followers to workers for you.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our first hymn is : It’s The Presence of Your Spirit Lord, We need,  
without God’s Spirit leading this service we are lost.

After Jesus was resurrected from the dead, He met with the Disciples many times.  On one such occasion they were overjoyed at His presence.  John’s gospel describes this further.

John 20:20-22 (NIV2011)

After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  
What happened to the Disciples at that time apart from the joy of meeting with Jesus again, very little, apart from them meeting regularly, they went back to their normal jobs.  Puzzled I am sure, with the words that Jesus had left them with, as they did not feel any different.
In Matthews gospel right at the end of the Gospel, commanded them to go out into the World and preach the Good News.

Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV2011)

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  
What happened to the Disciples from that day, again they met frequently and went about their daily lives.  But!!!!!  A few days later.  Wonderful things happened.

Janis is going to bring us our main Bible reading from Acts 2 vs 1-21
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome  (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?"  Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."  
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  "`In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'  
Thank you Janis.

We re now going to sing again.  When the Spirit of the Lord is within my heart.

Have you got your things for Communion ready as we are going to join together as Jesus commanded us. In Mark’s Gospel chapter 14
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”  Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from it.  “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them.  “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”  When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

Before we start, join me in prayer as we ask God to forgive us our Sins, and cleanse us with the blood of the Lamb, so that we are able to partake at the Lord’s table.  
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
So in a few moments of silence, let us offer up our lives to our Father for His forgiveness.

Dear Father in heaven you have heard our prayers of repentance, please in the name of Jesus, forgive us all that is past.

The apostle Paul has given us a Communion prayer to use.

So Let’s join together in Communion.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NIV2011)

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

Let us break bread and eat

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

Let us drink remembering that Jesus shed His blood for us.

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Our third hymn is Wind, Wind blow on me..

Let’s go back to Jerusalem to the day of Pentecost nearly two thousand years ago.  The City is in uproar, uneducated fishermen were standing up in the middle of the city and proclaiming the word of God fearlessly in many languages, even though insults were being thrown at them, at least three thousand people were converted into believing that Jesus was the Son of God, and had died and risen for them.
We are now going to hear from Peter as He brings us the last part of His diary.

                                    PETER’S  DIARY PART 2

Well, here I am again.  The last time I wrote in here, I said that we were waiting for the helper Jesus was going to send us.  Well, He has come, and in what a way.  We were all together in a house, we still met together even though Jesus had left.  When suddenly we heard a sound coming from heaven like a violent wind, it was howling around us.  It filled the whole house.  I was amazed and a little afraid and wondered if this is the helper that Jesus had promised.  But it didn’t stop there, after this there appeared, what seemed like tongues of fire, which separated and come to rest on each and every one of us.  Then we were all filled with joy and began speaking in foreign tongues. This was new.  Me who can barely speak my own native language.  AMAZING!  But wonderful, Jesus is really with us now, and in all we will do.

I won’t be writing in here anymore as I think I am going to be too busy. Bye.

The Disciples were changed on that day dramatically.  What about us?  What does it mean for us?

There is a chain of thought that these events started and finished in the time of the Apostles.  I have heard ministers and Lay preachers proclaim this.  How sad.  They didn’t know what they were missing.
I was very blessed shortly after asking Jesus in to my life, in being baptised with the Holy Spirit.  What does this mean?  If it hasn’t happened to you it is very difficult to understand.  Firstly reading  the bible was completely different.  I could understand for the first time what God was saying to me, who this Jesus really was, the book came alive.  What next, strange things began to happen in my life.  I was asked to preach, in church, and other places.  People were giving their lives to Jesus.  People were being healed of many things, in body mind and Spirit, even of life threatening illness’s.  Jesus came alive in my life.  Even after becoming a widower with four young children, I had the strength to do God’s work.   God led me to Rose, which led me to a new and wonderful part of my life, which is still going on, as we have a ministry together.   

Things have slowed down a bit as we have got older.  But we were blessed a few years ago, in a church we were at, after giving God’s word, and making a challenge to the congregation, the whole congregation came forward, for us to pray for them.  People were healed, came to Christ, some received the Holy Spirit for the first time, and went out in the Spirit and had to be caught.  Rose was very good at this, as she was used to it.
Who was doing this in our lives.  It certainly wasn’t us, it would have been nice to think it was, but we remembered what happened on the day of Pentecost on how the Disciples were empowered by the Holy Spirit.

What did Jesus say.  In John 14 vs 12-14 He said.

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  
So be prepared, and want to work for God.  If you believe, He will do it.
People have come to us as they had not yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit, we have prayed for them, and the Holy Spirit has filled their lives.  One lady in her eighties a born again Christian for many years, wanted to speak in tongues, we prayed for her and she received the gift.  When we met with her a few days later, she had wonderful and beautiful new language.
Have we something missing in our lives? Have we given our lives to Christ, and that has been it?  Our we still standing on the side-lines, not making that final commitment, to ask for forgiveness of our sins, wanting a new life, and asking Jesus into our lives.

The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12 about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, describing them in detail, and I urge to read this chapter carefully, especially 

vs 12 14

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  
We are a church, Christ’s body, made up of many different people, with different gifts, we should use them.  If we do our church will come alive, just as the early church did all those years ago, people will be amazed at what God can do.  Again I say we should believe, and it will happen.
I think I have said enough.  It is time to sing again.

O let the Son of God enfold you (The Spirit song)

Rose is now going to lead us in our prayers, ending with the Lord’s prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
Thank you Rose

Our final hymn is Crown Him with many crowns.  

Let’s pray together, if you haven’t asked Jesus into your life please do it now,  If you haven’t received God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, we will pray for you now.  If you have any request to our God we shall a few moments of silence at the end, for your personal prayer.

If you need help in furthering your Christian life,  please talk to Helen or one of us, who will be pleased to pray and talk with you.

Our final prayers

May God’s Spirit surround us,
and those whom we love.
Rest now, in that calm embrace,
let our hearts be warmed
and all storms be stilled
by the whisper of his voice.
 From (Numbers 6:24-26) the words changed slightly for a prayer from us all.

“The Lord bless us
and keep us;
the Lord make his face shine on us
and be gracious to us;
the Lord turn his face toward us
and give you peace. ”
Thank you for joining us for this time of worship, prayer and learning, and may our Lord God bless and open your Hearts to His love.

Please join us on zoom at approx. 11.15am.

