Sunday 11th April 2021. 

Ephesians chapter 6 v 10 - 20.

The gospel of peace.

This morning we are going to look at a part of the armour of God, the shoes, or what is also refered to in other translations as the sandles of peace. In the NIV verse 15 we read that we are to stand firm with our feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

The author Helen Keller was aged 2 when she became deaf and blind. but with the help from one of her teachers, she learnt how to read and write. 

She said this.                                                                                                 "I don't want the peace that passes understanding,                                     I want the understanding that brings peace" 

I trust that God will open our Spiritual eyes to understand what true peace in God really means.

I found it interesting that historians believe that Roman soldiers wore a sandle like covering over thier boots when going to war.          

In Ephesians 6 v 12 we read, that we are not fighting a war against flesh and blood, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

In this letter Paul is writing to the church in Ephesus.            I believe that he is sharing with them the answer that he has found to his own personal struggles, by encouraging them to put on not just one piece, but the whole armour of God. 

                                                                                                       The belt of Truth.                                                                                   The breastplate of Righteousness.                                                                Feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.                                                                                    The shield of Faith.                                                                                                                                                The helmet of Salvation.                                                                       The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.                                                                                           

Every piece protects us against the enemy which is satan, who will try everything he can to destroy us and turn us away from God. 

In our own personal struggles it's so easy when we are confronted with some kind of conflict, we can often lose that inner peace that comes from God. 

There are many people today troubled by worries and the uncertanty of what the future might bring, especially in these difficult times that we live in. We can easily be pulled apart by those worries and troubles if we don't have that peace that brings calm into every situation we might face. 

In Romans chapter 5 v 1 we read, that being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace has been established between us and God. 

Our personal relationship with him is the pathway to finding that perfect peace. 

Coming back to Ephesians, we read In verse 15, that your feet fitted, is a reference to shoes, and are a symbol of peace. It is a gospel of peace, because God has made peace with us through the death of his son Jesus on the cross.

Jesus came as the Prince of Peace. He came to bring peace to a world that lived thier lives in darkness and chaos.                                                                                                Though as unbelievers, we were at war with God, now God offers peace to all those who will believe in him and recieve his glorious promise of eternal life.                                                      That is why it's called the gospel of peace.

In chapter 2 v 11, Paul reminds us that we were once seperated from Christ, without hope and without God.              "But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far away, have been brought near through the blood of Jesus"                          We have been made alive even though we were dead in sin but now we are saved by the grace of God.

Can you remember how you felt on the day that you prayed that prayer of faith asking Jesus for forgiveness of your sin and recieving him into your life.                                                                                    On that day you were filled with the Holy Spirit and given the gospel of peace, and began your own personal relationship with God through Jesus his son.

The gospel of peace offer us more than just protection against the enemy, they also provide a secure footing, keeping us on firm ground.

When we are in obedience to God, we will never fear whatever comes our way, because Jesus has already defeated the enemy through his death on the cross and he promises us that he will never leave us or forsake us.                                                            Such is the confidence of the person who stands on the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

In Ephesians chapter 4 V 3 we read that we are to make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit, through the bond of peace.

Again in Hebrews chapter 12 v 14 we read, that we are to make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy. By putting on the shoes of peace, we can all live together in perfect peace and harmony.                                                                               

There is a wonderful hymn that we sing, "When peace like a river" written by Horatio Spafford in 1873. The chorus says "It is well with my soul"                                                           when everything is well with our soul, there is that perfect peace, that inner peace deep down in our soul, which comes from our Lord Jesus Christ who is our peace.

Francis of Assisi wrote a prayer that we often sing as a hymn "Make me a channel of your peace"  

By living as a channel of peace, we can conquer everything that we might face. As the hymn writer says, 

where there is hatred bring God's love.                                           Where there is despair bring hope.                                                     Where there is doubt, true faith can only be found in God. 

If we want to become a channel of peace, then this can only be found in our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.

We are also called to be peace makers not peace keepers. When we just keep the peace, the issues are only temporarily resolved.                                                           But when we are peace makers, we can bring a perfect calm into all the storms of life. 

Matthew chapter 5 v 9 tells us that blessed are the peace makers for they will be called children of God.                                                  

Colossians chapter 3 v 15 says, let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts since as members of one body you were called to peace and be thankful. 

You and I are the body of Christ we are the children of a living God. Let us always strive to live in peace and harmony with our brothers and our sisters in Christ, encouraging each other with love, patience and understanding.                                                                                        The peace that God gives, is like a river that flows from heaven into every part of our lives, and by the grace of God, he purifies us, making us holy in his eyes.

Romans chapter 15 v 13 Paul writes,                                                                "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit"

There again is that word peace. The peace that brings hope and joy into our lives.

In 2 Corrinthians chapter 13 v 11 Paul writes,                                        "finally brothers and sisters rejoice and strive for full restoration, encourage one another and be of one mind and live in peace"                                                                                         Paul always writes his letters sometimes to bring guidance sometimes to rebuke but mostly to encourage and to strengthen the church. 

Let us take that same encouragement by putting on the whole armour of God every day, standing firm with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.                                                                                                        For with Jesus walking right there by our side, nothing can harm us. That's the promise given to us from our eternal father in heaven. 

I'll close with a blessing.

May the beauty of God be reflected in our eyes.                                                                              The love of God be reflected in our hands.                                      The wisdom of God be reflected in our words.                                And the knowledge of God flow from our hearts.                                                                                 So that all might see and seeing believe.                                    Amen.

