Mark chapter 10 v 46 - 52.

Interuptions on the side of the road.

I remember going to my local church for the first time when I was about eight years old, and couldn't wait to go back every week to Sunday school. I loved the bible stories like Samson and Delilah, Moses, Abraham, Noah's ark, Jonah and the whale, David and Goliath, Daniel in the lions den and todays story, blind Bartimaeus. Those stories shaped my young life. God bless all the Sunday school teachers of today, and how important it is to teach the young those wonderful Bible stories.

Can you remember reading them yourself, or reading them to your children or grandchildren. I am amazed when I watch quiz shows how people these days have such little knowlege of the Bible, or those stories that years ago most people would have known. I take it to be a sign of the times when this world is further away from God than I have ever known in my lifetime.

This morning we are looking at the story of blind Bartimaeus and the things that interupt or distract us in our daily walk with our Lord Jesus.

Bartimaeus the man with a dream.                                                                                                 Don't let satan rob you of your hopes and your dreams. He will always try to distract you or cause interuptions in our lives, by steering us away and stealing them from us, like a thief when you least expect it.

Bartimaeus was a man who was blind. He sat on the side of the road outside the city of Jericho day after day begging from those who passed by. Being blind he would have found it hard to find work, and with no doubt lived in poverty. So he had to beg hoping that someone would show him an act of  kindness and put a few coins into his bowl. 

He would have sat there day after day with just images in his mind of what was going on all around him and the people that passed him by, some not even acknowleging that he was there and ignoring his cry's for help. He was rejected and must have felt so alone. As we have read, we know that for Bartimaeus, hope was on it's way.

Imagine being in Bartimaeus shoes. Blind, begging for money for food, rejected by society and living in total darkness.                    But Bartimaeus was holding on to the hope that one day Jesus would see him on the roadside, and take notice and not reject him as so many others had done, so many times in his life.

Bartimaeus had a dream that he would meet Jesus, and that he would be healed. He had heard about Jesus who had the power to heal, a dream he was holding on to and would not let anyone take it away from him.

He would have heard all about Jesus and his healing power and was determined that no one was going to stand in his way or keep him quiet. The crouds and even the disciples told him to be quiet, which made him shout even louder,                                                                 "Jesus son of David have mercy on me" 
He was not going to be quiet, no one was going to take away from him this golden opportunity.

When you have a personal encounter with Jesus, it's something special, something personal that's meant for you alone.                              This amazing encounter with Jesus was important to Bartimaeus and would change his life forever.

 As Jesus approached, Bartimaeus cried out                                                   "Jesus son of David have mercy on me" Jesus didn't ignore his cry, he asked for him to be brought to him, then asked him this question.                                                                                                              "What do you want me to do for you" ?  That all important question. 

Just think for a moment. What would you ask Jesus for, if he asked us that question today, what would our response be?
Jesus knew what Bartimaeus needs were, but wanted him to respond. Bartimaeus could have asked for anything, even like he had always asked for, money in his bowl, but the one thing he really needed above all else was his sight.   His response was                                            "I want to see" 
Seeing is more than simply seeing with physical eyes, but when we see with eyes of faith, we have a deeper understanding in our relationship with our Lord Jesus. For Bartimaeus his need was physical, but Jesus was also intersted in his spiritual sight.                                              In verse 52 we read that mmediately when Bartimaeus said                                                 "I want to see" Bartimaeus recieved his sight. 

Just imagine what that must have been like for him now being able to see all the beauty around him. Seeing people faces for the first time, even the dusty road that he had sat on so many times, everything was now so beautiful. 

That question that Jesus asked Bartimaeus, is not just for him, but also for everyone who has abandomed themselves to God, who has spiritually sat by the roadside of life and had all of the distractions and interuptions in life that would steer us away from the God that we love and serve.                 

When we experience things that cause us to be distracted, we can often stumble and bump our way through life. At some time or other we have all sat by the roadside living in darkness unable to see that, sin , guilt, fear, anger or resentment, doubt, failure, dissapointments and the temptations that we face every day, can and always will shatter our hopes and our dreams and seperate us from God.

We don't know what caused Bartimaeus to go blind, but what really mattered to him, is that he asked Jesus to restore his sight. He believed and his life changed forever. He went on to follow Jesus, no doubt telling anyone who would hear, that Jesus healed him. Once blind now given the gift of seeing with spiritual eyes. 

Seeing is believing the world would say, some would say it's a blind faith that helps us to believe. 

Hebrews 11 v 1 is the key to our faith. It says,                                            Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, and certain of what we do not see. 

That's the faith that gives us that reassurance and certainty, and helps us to handle all of our distractions and interuptions that we face every day, and strengthens our relationship with Jesus our Lord and Saviour.

I know that Jesus is always there for us always listening, and is always willing and able to meet our every need. He understands when we find life tough and challenging, and maybe feeling that we can't cope,  but we have to be willing to ask him to help us and not sit by the roadside of life, and not allowing anything to distract us from all that is true, all that Jesus is, and all that Jesus means to us.

I'd like to close with some wonderful words to encourage us from a book of poems and inspirations that I love so much written by Pauline Hamilton wife of Revd Jim Hamilton of Shoebury Baptist Church.                                                                                                                              It's a prayer called "I can never be the same again"   

I can never be the same again Lord.

You have spoken deeply into my life.                                                                                        
You have shown me things that I had almost forgotten. 

You told me that my life matters. 

That failure is never final. 

That It's ok to be me. 

That you use the person who never gives up. 

Such pearls lifted from the ocean are your blessings and promises Lord. You are showing me new things too. 

Not to ask you to bless what I am doing, but rather to ask you to allow me to be a part of what you are blessing. 

To have big dreams for you and believe that you will make them a reality. 

To risk doing things that cannot  be accomplished in the flesh. 

So you see Lord, I can never be the same again. Please help me to live out the new things that you have taught me today. Amen.   
