                                  John decided to follow Jesus have you?
John was one of the first disciples of Jesus, along with his brother James, and also brothers Simon and Andrew.  John gave up everything to follow Jesus and continued to follow Him for the rest of his life.  The brothers John and James were called by Jesus while they were working in their boat preparing their nets for fishing.  They at once left what they were doing and followed Him. 
 I wonder what Zebedee their father thought about losing both of his son at once. Their mother Salome is believed to have become one of the followers of Jesus.
John along with James, and Peter were with Jesus throughout all the major events of His ministry, for instance the raising of Jairus’s daughter from the dead, on a high mountain, later called the mount of  transfiguration, where they saw Jesus revealed in all His glory, also witnessing the agony of Jesus at Gethsemane.  He was also one of the first disciples Mary Magdalene shared about seeing Jesus after the resurrection.
He had a closeness to Jesus, and was very loyal to Him.  He was the only one of the twelve apostles present at the time of the crucifixion. 
John is believed to be the author of the John’s Gospel, the three letters of John and the book of Revelations 
The Gospel of John is unique in as much as the contents are similar to that of the other three Gospels, but he tells it in a different way.  It was written to prove that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He stated this in the First chapter of John Verses 1 to 5.  And also shows the love God and His Son has for all mankind.
John 1:1-5 (NIV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

Some of the things recorded in John’s Gospel are also in a different order from the other Gospels.  For instant, the cleansing of the temple.  John puts this at the beginning of Jesus’s ministry whereas the other three put it at the end.  Trying to find out when it actually happened was very interesting.  With some scholars being of the belief, that Jesus cleared the temple twice.  However, I couldn’t find any evidence in the bible to support this. Whenever it occurred be it once or twice, at the beginning or the end of Jesus’s ministry the message is the same, Jesus was upset and disappointed by what the sellers had done to God’s house, turning it from a place of worship, into a market, selling things for gain and exploiting the people entering the temple.  The time when Jesus went to Jerusalem  was at Passover.   As part of the celebrations they would sacrifice animals and birds according to what they could afford, as an offering to God for their sins.  Some of the people would bring their own animals with them, but if they had a long journey they would buy the animals in Jerusalem.  Jesus upturned all the tables, this was one of the very few instances where Jesus appeared to loose His temper, driving out the traders, but it was justified.
In Johns Gospel, the Jews asked Jesus from where did the authority come from that allowed Him to do this.  Jesus answered, “destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days”.  They were perplexed by this, and said it has taken forty six years to build and you think you can rebuild it again in three days.  But Jesus was talking about his death on the cross and his resurrection three days later.  Jesus was the lamb of God, the final sacrifice for our sins, to also give us eternal life.
Praise God!
After He died and was raised from the dead ,the disciples remembered what had happened and then believed the scriptures, and the words that Jesus had spoken.
Jesus was taken to the Temple as a baby to be presented to the Lord, and also again at the age of twelve, He stayed behind when His family left Jerusalem after the Passover. 
He wanted to show them that the temple was not the eternal way to Gods presence, but that it was through Him only.  He showed this by cleansing the temple and predicting his own death and resurrection.
John saw all this and believed in Jesus.
 From the start John seemed to have had a good insight into who Jesus was, he had a closeness to Jesus and it is said by some, that he was Jesus’s best friend. The disciple who Jesus loved.
Jesus must have had a lot of trust in John, as when He was on the cross He asked John to look after his mother after he died.  John did this.  He took Mary to Ephesus in Turkey, where the house Mary allegedly lived in, is now a tourist attraction.  It’s assumed John was in Turkey when he was deported from there to Patmos, where he wrote the book of Revelations.
John decided to follow Jesus, and lived a full and eventful life.  He travelled all over preaching and teaching, and writing about Jesus. 
As we are now in the time of lent, which leads us up to  Jesus’s death and resurrection at Easter, a good time to think  about  choosing  to follow Jesus, and once we have chosen Him there is no turning back, as all our hopes and trust will be in Him.   For those of us who have already made that decision, let’s think about renewing that promise we made to God.  I will, will you?
He will repay us for following Him, by giving us eternal life, and a love beyond measure.  Great Peace and will be a Constant companion.   If you chose to follow Jesus, you must give all of yourself to Him, ask for forgiveness, and you will be forgiven and cherished always. 
I would now like to share with you about how ants brought me to the decision to follow Jesus.  My first Husband left me when I was three months pregnant.  I lived in a ground floor flat on a council estate.  After I had given birth to my son David, we would spend weekends at my parent’s house,  with them picking me up and bringing me back home. On this particular Sunday, after we had laid David down asleep in his cot, I went to the window to watch my parents leave, I had a black leather sofa and as I knelt on it, it seemed to be moving.   When I turned the light on, it was alive with ants.  Needless to say I was in a state of panic, as there wasn’t anything I could do to get rid of them.  I had to wait until the morning to call the council.  This meant I had to go to the phone box on the corner.  No mobiles then, showing my age now.  The council couldn’t help me as ants are an outside pest.  I must have sounded upset as they asked me if I would like someone to visit me.  To cut a long story short a lady called Mary came round to my flat.  We started to talk and she lent me a book.  Called when the Spirit comes by Colin Urquhart.  Which I didn’t read until I had moved home some time later.  I tried to give it back to her several times, but she told me to keep it. Praise God!
When I did eventually read it, I thought these Christian have something I had never seen in church, such joy and happiness.  But as I had only been to church for weddings, christening and funerals, that’s not surprising.  Although I had always believed in God, I wasn’t so sure about Jesus.

These people were said to be born again, and worshiped with great joy. See John 3 Jesus and Nikodemus.

I decided that I wanted to feel the same love and joy that they felt.  So I took myself off to the local church of England, it was a communion service that week.  In the C.O.E you go up to the communion rail to take communion.  In this service, which I found out later didn’t always happen.  The minister asked, if you want to be prayed for,  hold out your hands, this I did and told him that I wanted to ask Jesus for forgiveness and to have an infilling of Gods Spirit.  He asked my name and prayed for this without blinking an eyelid.  I stood up from the Communion rail, and thought great, this is it, I expected to be dancing about in the Spirit, but nothing happened.  

I didn’t understand why I felt like this, was very confused,  and disappointed about this, as  I had expected to feel the special joy, but I continued to go to church.  

It was coming up to Easter and there were lots of references to Jesus and His death on the cross, and I thought to myself, who is this Jesus?  He doesn’t exist, I felt bad about this.  As I was washing up in the kitchen that night I suddenly felt the need to get on my knees and pray.  I said if you are real then come to me.  I then felt Jesus say, if you want me in your life, you must come to me,  I will not force you. 
I got up and still nothing had happened.  Later that night I had a bad dream.  I dreamt that the devil and Jesus was fighting over me in the back of a lorry.  I woke up afraid, because no one had won.  So I prayed earnestly for forgiveness, and I then felt God’s peace and forgiveness.  Also the inpouring of the Holy spirit, and at 3.00 oclock in the morning was leaping  about my room praising God.   I had given my life to God in the church, but not completely, it was only after that dream did I realise that I hadn’t let go completely of my past.  That night I did and  walked anew with Jesus. 
It goes to show that even the smallest thing can be used by God to bring His children to Him. 
I decided to follow Jesus then, and I haven’t looked back, it isn’t always easy and sometimes I forget He is always with me.  But I will carry on, as there is no turning back, to my past life, and I will rejoice when I see him in heaven.
Let us now join together for a prayer.
We will now sing I have decided to follow Jesus.

