Sermon 27th December (Shelly) – Ruth & Boaz
We are in the time of celebration for the birth of Jesus. Bethlehem is classed as Davids city, and is therefore where Joseph travelled for Herods’ census. However  before Joseph even before David Bethlehem was the home of Boaz. The son of Rahab and Salmon of the tribe of Judah. Boaz was a man of The God of Israel, he stayed in Bethlehem throughout the famine during which Elimelek moved his family to Moab. It seems that Boaz is probably his nephew. Regardless he is of the same tribe. As we heard in the first reading during the time of Moses, God made sure that land stayed within the tribe. Boaz was to use that law to become a part of Gods salvation plan as we hear in Ruth 4:1-14 but that’s jumping ahead to the end of the story so let us back up a bit.

Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem just as the barley harvest was beginning.  The two widows had very little with them. They had each other, some clothes, money and probably pots, plates and cups.  But only what they could carry on foot across at least 150 miles of rough ground from Moab. They also had God as during her heart-felt plea Ruth 1:16-17 
But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.’
Ruth has given her heart and life to The God of the Israelites. On reaching Bethlehem they have the land and the house that Naomi left over 10 years ago. The have no man to provide for them and whilst Ruth encourages Naomi to stay at home and rebuild her life and home, she herself decides to provide for their physical needs. She goes to glean.... literally meaning to gather (leftover grain) after a harvest. She goes to a nearby field, asks permission to glean and there begins our love story. She catches the eye of Boaz as he returns to his field from Bethlehem. The first interaction between them appears to be tentative and Ruth herself appears shy and doesn’t seem to understand what Boaz sees in her or why he helps her Ruth 2:5-16. 
5 Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters, ‘Who does that young woman belong to?’
6 The overseer replied, ‘She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with Naomi. 7 She said, “Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.” She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.’
8 So Boaz said to Ruth, ‘My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.’
10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, ‘Why have I found such favour in your eyes that you notice me – a foreigner?’
11 Boaz replied, ‘I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband – how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.’
13 ‘May I continue to find favour in your eyes, my lord,’ she said. ‘You have put me at ease by speaking kindly to your servant – though I do not have the standing of one of your servants.’
14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, ‘Come over here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.’
When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and had some left over. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, ‘Let her gather among the sheaves and don’t reprimand her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.’
Boaz asks Ruth to share a meal with him.  Ruth 2:14 then he implements a provision plan Ruth 2:15-16. Ruth works hard for the remainder of the day and then returns home with the remainder of her meal and the barley she has gleaned. About an ephah (about 30 pounds 15 average bags of sugar). Living in a loving home on her return Naomi naturally asks about her day. She shares where she was working and her experience with Boaz. At this point Naomi recognises her nephew and is happy that they have found by ‘chance' a guardian redeemer (more commonly know as Kinsman redeemer) Ruth 2:19-23 
19 Her mother-in-law asked her, ‘Where did you glean today? Where did you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!’
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been working. ‘The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,’ she said.
20 ‘The LORD bless him!’ Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. ‘He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.’ She added, ‘That man is our close relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.[a]’
21 Then Ruth the Moabite said, ‘He even said to me, “Stay with my workers until they finish harvesting all my grain.”’
22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, ‘It will be good for you, my daughter, to go with the women who work for him, because in someone else’s field you might be harmed.’
23 So Ruth stayed close to the women of Boaz to glean until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law.
 ....... this is pretty much where the story is left until the end of the wheat harvest approximately 8 weeks..... so what happens between Ruth and Boaz? does Boaz woo the shy stranger? Does Ruth continue to be shy? Does a relationship grow between them? 
This we don’t really know for sure, but life is life. Girl meets boy, boy turns out to be family. Family meet together, eat together and get to know each other its natural progression of a relationship.  You know the type of thing..... furtive glances across the lunch table, watching each other from a distance whenever possible, bumping into each other ‘by accident' at the water cooler and girl waiting shyly for boy to make the first move ! At the end of the harvesting Naomi and probably God has had enough of the tension. So Naomi takes control. She decides she needs to find Ruth a husband. Ruth 3:1-5 
3 One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, ‘My daughter, I must find a home[a] for you, where you will be well provided for. 2 Now Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing-floor. 3 Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing-floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.’
5 ‘I will do whatever you say,’ Ruth answered.
now this seems kind of a jump for me. Ruth just agrees? I think this has been abbreviated I think it probably went more like this. 
Naomi : Get dressed up, smell nice and go get him
Ruth : I can’t do that what will he think of me !
Naomi : He will think you are beautiful and he can’t live without you. Now come on cluck cluck, go get changed.
Ruth : But I have nothing to wear, my hair is a mess. These shoes don’t go with this dress. He will think I am too bold. 
Naomi : If he has any feelings for you at all, and trust me he has, your shoes will be the last thing on his mind. Now leg me look at you. You are stunning, now go you will be late !
Ruth : ok, ok, whatever you say I am going !
Ruth leaves the house and goes to the threshing barn, where she waits hidden for Boaz to rest. She then quietly and carefully tucks herself at his feet. So what next ? Ruth 3:7-13 
7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night something startled the man; he turned – and there was a woman lying at his feet!
9 ‘Who are you?’ he asked.
‘I am your servant Ruth,’ she said. ‘Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-redeemer[a] of our family.’
10 ‘The LORD bless you, my daughter,’ he replied. ‘This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: you have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character. 12 Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who is more closely related than I. 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as surely as the LORD lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.’
Boaz conducts himself like a true gentleman, like The Lord in Ezekiel 16:8 8 ‘“Later I passed by, and when I looked at you and saw that you were old enough for love, I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your naked body. I gave you my solemn oath and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Sovereign LORD, and you became mine.  He accepts her position of vulnerability and decides to act as the Kinsman redeemer he is. He tells her to rest in safety but to be gone before dawn because of what people will think if they see her there. He then goes all out to redeem her life and future . So we are back to where we started Ruth 4:1-13 
Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-redeemer[a] he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, ‘Come over here, my friend, and sit down.’ So he went over and sat down.
2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, ‘Sit here,’ and they did so. 3 Then he said to the guardian-redeemer, ‘Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you[b] will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.’
‘I will redeem it,’ he said.
5 Then Boaz said, ‘On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the[c] dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.’
6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, ‘Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.’
7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalising transactions in Israel.)
8 So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, ‘Buy it yourself.’ And he removed his sandal.
9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, ‘Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from his home town. Today you are witnesses!’
11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, ‘We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.’
13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.
Boaz talks the 1st Kinsman redeemer into firstly accepting the land deal and then secondly rejecting Ruth. 
As I said last time again we can see Gods hand on the plan. Ruth 4:13-17. 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to Naomi: ‘Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.’
16 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there said, ‘Naomi has a son!’ And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
But this time we can also see His Spirit at work through the players too.  Galatians 5:22 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. 
love, - Ruth’s love for Naomi takes her from her own land to a strange and hostile
joy, - Naomi for Obed.  She lost her husband  and both her sons. But God rewarded her faithfulness with a grandson
peace – this is seen in The Salvation of God, of Christ Jesus and the eternity He holds
Patience, Naomi had this in buckets in Moab. She kept her faith in The God of Israel in circumstances that would break some peoples faith.
kindness, Boaz to Naomi he sent her food gifts of barley on several occasions we know of and I imagine many more besides.
goodness, Ruth is goodness personified, as her willingness to please Naomi and Boaz
faithfulness, Naomi kept her faithfulness in buckets alongside her patience. Shd never seems to have doubted God had a plan. She may not have understood it or her part in it, but she stayed faithful to the end.
gentleness – We see this in Ruth as the woman she lived to be. A loving and gentle wife and mother. A caring and gentle friend to Naomi through many trials
self-control - Boaz as a man, he literally had Ruth put herself in vulnerability at his feet. With no one even aware she was there except Naomi he could have reacted in other not so controlled ways. But as with all the interactions we see, he was encouraging, supportive and honourable. 
So apart from a love story, a faith journey and a chapter in Christs history, in the book of Ruth we also see The Fruits of The Spirit at work in the lives of people of God. Naomi has her faith and is a living example to others of that, Ruth appears to be blessed with all of the gifts but not all the time, Boaz seems to have a number of them in an obvious way too. But where does that leave us? Can the gifts be seen in us in the same way? 



Homework again,

 I challenge us to look at our lives and be honest with ourselves about the fruit we see there. Can the gifts be seen in us ?  where we could maybe do better? Where might we need to work something that we feel but isn’t there for others to see? But most of all in this time of covid19 and masking ourselves so we can only be partly seen, we need to have The light of The Holy God of Israel shining out of our lives so that all things we do reflect the Glory of God so others can see Him through us. 


