 The word today is taken from the book of Joshua.

The story of Joshua is a very well known one, in particularly the story of how God’s army brought the walls of Jericho down without a fight.

We will be thinking about this but also about a person who was a help to God’s people. 

Something I didn’t know about JOSHUA is that his name means saviour. 

He leads God’s people into the promised land. As years later our saviour Jesus the son of God will lead us into the promised land if we trust Him and give our life to him.

 Joshua was 20 years old when he left Egypt. God used the first 60 years of his life to prepare him to lead His people.

20 years in Egypt and 40 as an assistant to Moses in the desert.
God commanded Moses to commission, encourage and strengthen Joshua to succeed him as the leader of God’s chosen people, and to lead them into the promised land. 
Deuteronomy 3:26-28 (NIV)

But because of you the LORD was angry with me and would not listen to me. "That is enough," the LORD said. "Do not speak to me anymore about this matter.  Go up to the top of Pisgah and look west and north and south and east. Look at the land with your own eyes, since you are not going to cross this Jordan.  But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see."  

We thought that we had come to the end of Moses but he is like a boomerang keeps coming back.  

God spoke to Joshua and promised him He would be with him as He was with Moses, and encouraged Joshua to be strong and courageous. God also commanded Joshua to throw away all the false idols that were in the camp.  

Joshua’s success was due to His obedience and Faith in God.

Before entering the promised land Joshua sent out two spies and told them to look over the land, especially Jericho. When they reached Jericho they stayed with a woman called Rahab. The Hebrew text suggest that she was an innkeeper while the Greek text states that she was a prostitute, as many of the innkeepers, at that time were. 

When the authorities of Jericho came looking for the spies, Rahab hid them under some stalks of flax on the roof.  She told the authorities that the men had been there earlier but had left, so they set out to find the spies, and at dusk locked the gates of the city. 

Before the spies settled for the night, Rahab went up on to the roof to speak to them.  She said that the people of Jericho were afraid of the military might of Israel, as they have great power, and that their God was fighting on their side.
When you think about it, it’s not surprising that they were afraid, as they only had to look across the Jordan to see the millions of people camped there.
The people of Jericho had also heard the stories that God had parted the Red sea to allow His people to escape from Egypt, and the defeat of the two Kings of the Amorite, East of Jordan.

Rahab believed that the God of Israel was the true God, and asked the spies to swear to her, that, when they had destroyed the city, they would save her and her family from death, her Mother, Father Brothers, Sisters and all who belonged to them .
2 Joshua v14. Tell us. The spies replied to Rahab “our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully, when the lord gives us the land. “
As Rahab’s house was built into the city wall she let them down outside the city from her window with a rope.  The men then told her to tie a scarlet cord from the window she let them down from, and told her again not to tell anyone what they were doing, and that all her family must be in her house, so that they would be saved from harm.  As everyone outside the house would be killed. As soon as they were gone she tied the scarlet cord to the window. 
Rahab then had to wait and keep all this to herself, so that no one would find out about the oath they made with  her. 
With the simple act of tying the cord she had assured her and her families safety.  Rahab had Faith in God, that He would keep her safe. 
Hebrews 11 v 31:-  Says by Faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.
When the spies returned to Joshua, they reported all that had happened to them, and said to Joshua The Lord has surely given the land into our hands., as the people are melting with fear.

But there were two obstacles still standing in the Israelites way, the river Jordon and the walls of Jericho.
I will now speak a little bit further about the lead up to Rahab being saved. 

The river Jordon unlike the red sea was flowing one way and at the time of year that the Israelites crossed, it was in full flood.  This was a seasonal occurrence caused be the melting snows of Mount Harmon. At any other time of the year the Jordon could be easily crossed.  God stopped the flow and the people crossed over safely, on dry ground. 

This easy crossing of the Jordon was a reminder to the new generation of the Israelites, true evidence of God’s presence and power.

I always need to be reminded of God’s power, as when times are good I often forget He is there and all powerful.

If you want to know this story in more detail you can find it in Joshua, chapter 3 and 4
After safely crossing the Jordon, the next step was to enter the city of Jericho.  This was going to be very difficult, as there was a massive fortified wall around it, which was tightly closed up so no one could get in or out.  God spoke to Joshua and told him to march around the walls six times for six days, with all his armed men and seven priests carrying trumpets, the priests were to play the trumpets, but the people told not to give any war cries until Joshua told them to.  On the seventh day they walked around the city six times then on the seventh,  the priests sounded the trumpets and all the men shouted loudly, and the walls came down. 
If you want to know more about this story it’s in, Joshua 5 v13 to Joshua 6 v1-21.
Joshua then sent the two spies to bring Rahab and her family out of Jericho.  They brought her whole family and put them in a safe place outside the camp.  They then burnt the whole city and everything in it.
Although Rahab doesn’t appear to be a very important, as she was one of the lowest members of a doomed race.  God used her in a great way.
After she was saved she turned her life around, and she become a new person.  She joined the people of God and married a man named Salmon who was one of the leaders of Israel.  She gave birth to a son  named  Boaz, who later went on to marry Ruth. Who we will hear about from Shelly.
Rahab was a ancestor of David, and hers and her husbands lineage is listed in Mathew 1.

She was chosen by God to be an instrument in bringing about the salvation of her family.  Her lineage led all the way to Jesus.  If God used a very unlikely person, such as Rahab, then He can any use any of us to do his will.
God works all things together for the good, using the humble and most unlikely persons, to bring about his will. 

As God used Rahab, an ordinary person to do His will, then He can use us to bring Jesus’s love and salvation to people we know.  It may not be in a big way, but if we just show love to our neighbours by little things like a phone call, or speaking to a stranger in the street. Giving words of encouragement to those who need it. all this is pleasing to God.

So don’t be afraid to do anything for Him for He will give you the Faith and strength through the power of the Holy Spirit.
