Laindon Baptist Church reopening plan

As you are aware, we will be reopening the church from 2nd August for those who need to attend (see below).  I am confident that anyone showing symptoms of COVID will stay at home, and as the levels of the virus in the community reduce there is obviously less chance of any one of us having it, but there is always the possibility that someone may come to church while being either asymptomatic or in the very early stages of COVID and not know they have got it.  The ideal scenario is that if someone did attend church in this situation, the measures we have put in place will protect anyone else from either catching it or coming under Track and Trace rules needing to self-isolate.

If you are intending to come on 2nd August and have not indicated this to me already, could you please let me know just so I have an idea of who/how many attending?
Walk-through of reopening 2nd August:

Who should attend?
· Please DO NOT attend church if you have any symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, persistent dry cough or loss of taste or smell), if you have had a positive test, or or if you have been asked to isolate by NHS Track and Trace.  In these conditions you should be self-isolating (please let us know so we can support you in this).

· As we are trying to minimise the use of our building, if you are comfortable with the current provision for online services and social contact please continue to use these for now.

· The Baptist Union recommendation is that members who are particularly vulnerable (over 70 or with certain medical conditions) should consider whether or not it is appropriate to attend church in person.  Official shielding will be ‘paused’ from 1st August but again these individuals should consider their own situation carefully.  

· Current provision will continue for anyone is unable to attend either because of vulnerability, sickness or because they are happy working online.

What do I need to bring with me?

· BU guidance is for anyone attending to wear a face mask if they are not exempt from doing so; please bring this with you.

· Church Bibles are not able to be used at this time; if you wish to bring a Bible you are welcome to do so; readings will also be shown on the screen as usual.

· At the moment we are asked not to distribute food and drink; you may wish to bring a bottle of water with you if you think you will need one.

· Children will be asked to stay with their parents/carers and will be unable to use any church equipment so if they need toys etc please bring them from home.

What happens when I arrive?

· There should be no physical contact between people from different households.

· Entry is through the front doors of the church only.

· Social distancing of 2m should be maintained outside the building.  If others are waiting to enter, please observe markings on the path and queue to enter.

· There will be a hand wash station outside by the door; please wash your hands for 20 seconds before entering the building.

· At this point you may be asked to confirm you have had no symptoms.  Your name (and contact details where not already known to us) will be recorded for Track and Trace purposes.

· You will be asked to put a mask on if it is possible for you to do so.  Please try to refrain from touching the mask (or your face) once it is on, for your own benefit.

· On entering the church please fill up the seats from the front.  Seats in pairs are for use by members of the same household only.

What happens during the service?

· At present, the service will be restricted to a viewing of the online provision. The exact format of the service may change either due to changes in guidance or as we find out what works in practice.
· Singing has been shown to present an increased risk of infection and is specifically prohibited in government guidelines.  You are encouraged to listen to and reflect on the words of any songs played during the service.
· There will be a collection box at the front of the church which you will pass on your way out.  It is still preferable for you to give via the bank but if this is not possible, please place your offering in the box as you leave.  This will be kept for 72 hours before counting to ensure there is no risk of transmission of infection.
· I am still working on possibilities for communion, but it may be that we do not do this for the month of August at least.
What happens after the service?

· Guidance suggests that social interaction should be limited wherever possible.  Indoors, such interaction must be limited to interaction between two households, even in situations where there are other people you know.  One household may only ever interact with one other household.  Practically, this means we are unable to wander around the church talking to each other after the service.
· At the end of the service you will be asked to leave via the door to the lounge, starting from the front row.
· Once outside, please continue to observe social distancing, and remember that only six people are allowed to gather outdoors.  
· Please be aware in the car park that we are ‘on display’ – should we be found not to be following the rules at this time it will bring into question whether we are following them at all.
· Masks should be removed by the straps, taking care not to touch the face covering.
What about other church facilities?

· There should be no reason to use the kitchen, hall or back room as they have not been made COVID-secure.

· Toilets may be used; paper towels are provided (I’m sure I don’t need to tell you to wash your hands!) and you are politely asked to spray/wipe anything you have touched with the cleaning equipment provided.

· Children under 11 should be accompanied to the toilet and the one-way system (out through the lounge, in through the front door) should be followed.

What else are we doing to keep safe?

· The toilets and high-use areas of the church (such as door handles, light switches) will be cleaned before and after services.

· Doors and windows will be left open (at least for now!) to increase ventilation and decrease the need for touching handles etc.  If you are sensitive to cold you may need to dress appropriately.

· Pedal bins will be provided for the disposal of waste, which again will be kept for 72 hours before handling.

· The time lapse between services is such that it will not be necessary to deep-clean the church.  However if you do come to church for any reason less than 72 hours after the service (ie. Wednesday midday) please be aware of this fact and avoid touching areas that may not have been cleaned after the last service, eg. seats.
How can I help?

· Primarily, you can help by following these guidelines.  However, if you would like to volunteer in cleaning, welcoming or waste disposal please contact me.
email - minister@laindonbaptistchurch.org
phone/text – 07716 556528
facebook – Laindon Baptist Church
