Sermon 6th June 2020
Greetings all, in the name of Jesus.
Today we are going to look again at the Patriarchs, namely Jacob, as he is running away from his brother Esau, after stealing his inheritance.  Esau after a period of mourning for his father Isaac had threatened to kill Jacob.  This took place almost exactly 4,000 years ago according to the bible timeline.  So firstly let’s look at :-
Genesis 28:10-22 (NIV)

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.  When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.  He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  There above it stood the LORD, and he said: "I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.  I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."  When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it."  He was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven."  Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.  He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz.  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear  so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God  and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth."  
Unknown to Jacob Abraham 100 years previously had rested, and built an altar at this place.  The stone Jacob picked was probably from the altar that Abraham had built, and was thus already a holy place.  So when he laid his head down and went to sleep God spoke to him through a profound vision of Heaven and Earth being joined together by a staircase, angels ascending and descending and above it stood the Lord God.  Jacob was highly honoured as very few people had been or would be allowed to see the face of God.

God spoke to him directly, repeating the promise made to his grandfather Abraham that he would be a father to a great nation, Israel, Which God renamed him.  See Genesis 35:vs9-10. 

Are we prepared for if and when God speaks to us?  There are cases throughout the bible where God has met man, sometimes in the most unlikely places.  Moses from the burning bush, Samuel in his bed, and many other places in the Old Testament.

Jesus would meet people in the most unusual places, at a well, calling the disciples from the side of Lake Galilee, in a street where he called Matthew, on the road to Damascus where Jesus called Saul who was later to be called Paul.  After His resurrection Jesus met the Disciples in an upper room, unannounced, without even coming in a door.

I spoke some time ago about praying and listening, we should be setting time aside for a quiet time for God to speak to us.  

In 1978 God spoke to me on the top of a mountain, on the Isle of Iona, after my life had completely fallen apart, and then by words of prophecy in a church meeting by somebody that I had never met before, very embarrassing, in the middle of a service.  But I did listen to what God wanted me to do, unfortunately I have not always carried out His wishes, but I have done my best, which hasn’t always been easy.

Now comes the challenge, has God spoken, or called us?  Are we listening?  Have we obeyed?  Are we prepared to meet with God?  We never Know where or when.

Let’s go back to Jacob’s Staircase, or Ladder as the Authorised Bible says.  Are we ready to meet our maker?  We don’t know where we don’t know when, if the virus strikes it could be very soon, sooner than we expect.  Are we ready?

Jesus has given us the promise of a place in heaven, for those who believe and trust in Him, and left our wrongdoings at the bottom of the cross.  So, the staircase is there for us to ascend, the gates are open, Jesus is there with His arms outstretched to welcome us.  

But! There is another staircase ready for those who are not willing to accept Jesus as their Saviour, it goes down, not up, and it is very warm at the bottom, the Devil is there ready to welcome us, to everlasting damnation.  When I spoke to my wife Rose about this, she said that the stairs down, have been converted to a very highspeed lift, which only goes one way, no return.

Finally, lets turn back to the bible, the book of Revelations, where God through an angel spoke to the Apostle John in visions, taking him up into Heaven, to show him where the churches and church people were going wrong, and the future of mankind.  We are being clearly shown what can happen to us, if we take the wrong decisions in life, but also the wonderful promise of joining God’s Saints in heaven, worshipping our Lord, in a wonderful place.  The new Heaven and the new Earth.

I do hope that words have made all of us think, of what the future can hold for us, I know where I want to go, DO YOU?

May the blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all for evermore.

Thank you for joining us

Michael Kemp

